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“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.”  Pope Francis
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St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdatlene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic

I Am a Serran, How Can I HELP? 

Jim Stevens, Vocation Committee VP, led the meeting discussing the many 
ways we, as Serrans, work to honor our religious and strive for an increase in 
vocations.  After the opening prayer led by Deacon Al O’Brien, Jim 

presented a Serra Spark video, Follow Me- Journeys to 
Priesthood. (https://youtu.be/ApEPnW0oRfE) The priests 
and seminarians in the video each spoke of  
experiencing God’s love and each in their own 
unique way.  Maintain a balance and keep your passions of  
sports or music or whatever your talent is and know that you 
are loved by God in a special way, was the theme. 

Jim continued the meeting explaining the many activities and projects led 
by the vocation committee.  There are three main categories, explained Jim: 1. Events that 
occur once a year, 2. Initiatives that are ongoing and repeat regularly, and 3. a one time, 
special opportunity to help. A few suggestions mentioned were: 
• The Student Prayer Contest-  Jennifer and Jim Stevens met with St. Martha School 

and will assist their newly formed Vocation Club. Serrans will assist these students in 
helping in any way, including judging and awards.  The success of  this program at 
SMCS, will hopefully expand to the other Catholic schools in our area. 

• Priesthood Sunday-October 28 - Last year we distributed “I Love My Priest” stickers 
to all parishioners.  Can you help the Stevens with this project? 

• Advent Spiritual Bouquets -Each year we send to the seminarians and priests promises 
of  special prayers and a card with those spiritual gifts listed.  A new process is being 
discussed how we can gather the information sooner and easier so that this gift can 
reach the religious in a timely way. 

• Christmas Gifts - Amazon gift cards mailed to the religious.  This gift is planned to 
continue.  A $25 donation is requested. 

• Holy Hour and Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament - join others in praying for 
vocations. 

• Newman Connection - Do you know the names of  a student entering college?  Send 
the names and the name of  the school to Jim and Jennifer. 

jrstevensjr@alumni.nd.edu 

https://youtu.be/ApEPnW0oRfE
mailto:jrstevensjr@alumni.nd.edu
https://youtu.be/ApEPnW0oRfE
mailto:jrstevensjr@alumni.nd.edu
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Thank you Rita for sharing the news about both of  your daughters, Rita Marie Girau, aka lil Rita, and 
Christina Ann Girau.  ‘Lil Rita is in New Orleans and while studying at the Center of  the Blind, was 
discovered to have cancer; Christina, a nurse in New Orleans, has been accepted by the Apostles of  the Sacred 
Heart of  Jesus, but, was asked to wait one year before pursuing her studies as a postulant.   At first the wait 
seemed unacceptable, but now she realized she can be with her sister ‘Lil Rita as she recovers from her cancer 
surgery.  Prayers needed for both.

MONTHLY  MEETING 
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship 

Welcome to our guests:  John and Pat Bush , 
Kathrine Harris, and Drs. Joe and Elvia Rodriguez,
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N E W S W O R T H Y

25th Wedding Anniversary Jubilee 
Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart 

His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo will celebrate the silver wedding anniversary 
Mass for those who are commemorating their 25th Anniversary years of  married life. 

The Celebration for the couples that are celebrating their 25th years of  sacramental marriage will take 
place on Sunday, September 16, 2018 at 3:00 pm, at the Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart located 
at 1111 St. Joseph Parkway in Houston.   Registrations will close on August 24, 2018.  

50th Wedding Anniversary Jubilee 
Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart 

His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo will celebrate the golden wedding anniversary Mass 
for those who are commemorating their 50th Anniversary years of  married life. 
The Celebration for the couples that are celebrating their 50th years of  sacramental marriage 
will take place on Sunday, October 21, 2018, at 3:00 pm, at the Co-Cathedral of  the 

Sacred Heart located at 1111 St. Joseph Parkway in Houston.   Registrations will close 
on September 30, 2018.  

“Disciples are women and men who have encountered Jesus and are committed to loving him no matter 
what,” stated Father Richard McNeillie, new director of  the Office of  Vocations, in the Texas 
Catholic Herald.  So many young people do not have a committed friendship with God.  This 
must come first if  they are to become disciples. “We don’t have a vocational crisis in the Church; we 
have a discipleship crisis in the Church.” 

For a complete article see page 16 in the Texas Catholic Herald, August 14, 2018

Serrans speak to the parishioners at St. Mary Magdalene 
On the weekend of  August 25-26, Father Felix graciously gave us 
permission to speak at all of  the Masses about the benefits of  the Serra 
Club.  Tony Benvegnu, Doug Reed, and Charlie Garland had opportunities 
to speak at St. Mary 
Magdalene. 
Additional Serrans 
greeted parishioners 
at the back of  the 
church, answering 
questions and 
distributing materials.   

https://maps.google.com/maps?gl=us&hq=co-cathedral+of+the+sacred+heart&daddr=1701+San+Jacinto+St,+Houston,+TX+77002&panel=1&f=d&fb=1&geocode=FR_zxQEdx85Q-ikPHsf5Pb9AhjEwOWQtIARVxw&cid=14363391122815072560
https://maps.google.com/maps?gl=us&hq=co-cathedral+of+the+sacred+heart&daddr=1701+San+Jacinto+St,+Houston,+TX+77002&panel=1&f=d&fb=1&geocode=FR_zxQEdx85Q-ikPHsf5Pb9AhjEwOWQtIARVxw&cid=14363391122815072560
https://maps.google.com/maps?gl=us&hq=co-cathedral+of+the+sacred+heart&daddr=1701+San+Jacinto+St,+Houston,+TX+77002&panel=1&f=d&fb=1&geocode=FR_zxQEdx85Q-ikPHsf5Pb9AhjEwOWQtIARVxw&cid=14363391122815072560
https://maps.google.com/maps?gl=us&hq=co-cathedral+of+the+sacred+heart&daddr=1701+San+Jacinto+St,+Houston,+TX+77002&panel=1&f=d&fb=1&geocode=FR_zxQEdx85Q-ikPHsf5Pb9AhjEwOWQtIARVxw&cid=14363391122815072560
https://maps.google.com/maps?gl=us&hq=co-cathedral+of+the+sacred+heart&daddr=1701+San+Jacinto+St,+Houston,+TX+77002&panel=1&f=d&fb=1&geocode=FR_zxQEdx85Q-ikPHsf5Pb9AhjEwOWQtIARVxw&cid=14363391122815072560
https://maps.google.com/maps?gl=us&hq=co-cathedral+of+the+sacred+heart&daddr=1701+San+Jacinto+St,+Houston,+TX+77002&panel=1&f=d&fb=1&geocode=FR_zxQEdx85Q-ikPHsf5Pb9AhjEwOWQtIARVxw&cid=14363391122815072560
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N E W S W O R T H Y

On July 31, the Serra Club 
Northeast of  Houston hosted a 
dinner at St. Mary’s Seminary for 
five entering seminarians and their 
families as part of  their seminary 
orientation program.  The Club 
presented each seminarian with a 
card of  congratulations, a prayer 
card with a mother’s prayer for her seminarian son for the 
seminarian to give to his mother, and St Charles Borromeo 
medals for the seminarian and his parents.  St. Charles 
Borromeo is the patron saint of  seminarians.   

Dinner was served by Kathy and Bruce Farmer, Lynn Lucas, 
Kay and Terrell Nelson, and Jennifer and 
Jim Stevens.  Club members Diane and Phil 
Applegate participated in the orientation, 
sharing their experiences from when Fr. 
Michael was a seminarian.  The program 
was led by Fr. Richard McNeillie and the 
Diocesan Office of  Vocations.

WELCOME OUR NEW SEMINARIANS
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For more information about the Serra Club Northeast of  Houston, please contact, President, Melia Reed, 
meliareed5303@gmail.com.   
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra information, please contact Newsletter Editor,      
Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com. 

Let us hear from you!  REALLY!  WE 
WOULD LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

After 8:30 a.m. daily Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary 
Magdalene in Humble 
Thurs. Sept. 6, Serra Club of  Galveston, annual BBQ at Holy Family Catholic School, 6:00 p.m., $17, contact 
Vince Cavarretta, vince448@hotmail.com 
Tues. Sept. 11, Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 7:00 p.m. Mass at St. Martha 
Friday,Sept. 14, Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 8:30 Mass at St. Martha 
Wed.September 19, Mass at St. Mary Magdalene, 8:30 a.m., 527 S Houston Ave, Humble 
Sunday, September 16, 3:00 p.m. Celebrating 25th Wedding Anniversaries-Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart 
Monday, September 24 Serra Monthly meeting at Italiano’s, 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday, October 21, 3:00 p.m. Celebrating 50th Wedding Anniversaries-Co-Cathedral of  the Sacred Heart 
Monday, Dec. 10, Christmas Meeting 

September Birthdays

6 - Deacon Michael Cruz, St. 
Leo the Great  
6- Porter Taylor 
8-Deacon Bob McFarlane, St. Martha 
9 - Bishop Vincent Rizzotto, Retired Auxiliary 
Bishop Archdiocese Galveston Houston 
9 - Deacon Guy Puglia, St. Martha 
21 - Deacon Rene Ramon, St. Mary Magdalene 
24 - Lynn Lucas 
24 - Kevin McMahon 
30- Father Felix Osasona, St. Mary 
Magdalene 
30 - Bob Sponaugle 
30 - Rita Tobias 

Deacon Rene Ramon, St. Mary Magdalene, 
Sept. 8 

Father Richard Barker, St. Philip the Apostle, 
Sept. 12, 1992 

Sr. Francisca Okwara, St. Martha, Sept. 23, 1995 

September Anniversaries of Ordination

In Our Prayers

 Rodney  Williamson, recovering from a lung transplant, still 
needs many prayers  
Rita Tobais’s daughters, Rita Marie Girau, aka lil Rita, for 
positive biopsy results, healing of  ankle, and successful cardiac 
surgery, and to be able to resume studies at the Center for the 
Blind which will enable her to finish her college degree.   
Also for Rita’s daughter, Christina Ann Girau, continued 
growth in love for religious community she will enter in August 
2019 and perseveres in Masters in Theology while working as 
Neuro/Surgical nurse.  Also patience for Lil Rita while nursing 
her back to health.  

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
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Serran Prayer for Vocations 

O, God, Who wills not the death of a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, 
grant we beseech you, through the intercession of the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, 
Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, an increase of 
laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume 
themselves for souls through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns 
with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen.

Serrans Called to Holiness

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily.   Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

“Strive for peace with all men, and the holiness without which no one will see the 
Lord.”  Hebrews 12:14

Since Christ was Sacerdos-Victima, priests must also be victims. 
1: More Than a Priest 
“The priesthood of  Christ was different from that of  all pagan priests and from the Levitical priesthood of  the family of  Aaron. In 
the Old Testament and in pagan religions, the priest and the victim were distinct and separate. In Our Lord, they were united 
inseparably” (11). 
Represented by the Cross, Jesus united God and man as a priest-victim. There are 3 kinds of  priest-victims: (1) Abel – blood 
sacrifice, (2) Abraham – voluntary sacrifice, (3) Melchizedek – sacramental sacrifice. 
Shown in the Eucharist, we too must die by offering ourselves as victims to give life to others. Just as Christ was recognized in the 
breaking of  the bread (Luke 24:35), so we too must offer ourselves (Rom 12:1) and be broken, mortified, and made a victim in 
order to make Christ known. 

“If we at Mass eat and drink the Divine Life and bring no death of our own to incorporate into the death of Christ 
through sacrifice, we deserve to be thought of as parasites on the Mystical Body of Christ. Shall we eat and give no 
wheat to be ground? Shall we drink wine and give no grapes to be crushed? The condition for incorporation into the 
Resurrection and Ascension of Christ and into His glorification is incorporation into His death” (19). 
“The communion rail is a place of exchange. The people give time and receive eternity; they give self-denial and 
receive life; they give nothingness and receive all” (20).

*Excerpt from A Priest Is Not His Own,  by Bishop Fulton Sheen

As Serrans, we have responsibilities that include our own Call to Holiness.  
This writing by Bishop Fulton Sheen is one of our requirements.


